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calculations, you learn that 30% of the total composition (rounding to the nearest 1%) 
is solvent B. Again, the estimate is quite accurate. 

Additional considerations 

If your gradient is either more steep or more shallow, there will of course be a deviation 
and this simple guideline may not be particularly effective. If your mobile phase 
conditions require an especially long equilibration period at the initial conditions, there 
will be a bias toward higher consumption of the weak solvent (solvent A). Likewise, if 
you have a strong wash that must be sustained to ensure that the column is completely 
cleaned after each run, you will consume more of the strong solvent. 

These simple guidelines allow you to estimate solvent consumption when you run 
samples overnight. If you want to calculate your solvent consumption more accurately, 
visit the Agilent podcast Web site to access the solvent consumption calculator. If you 
are concerned about the acetonitrile shortage, learn about options that you can 
implement to save solvent today or in the future. 
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